
An invitation to wholeness by praying with the Psalms.

John 1:38

What are you looking for?

Novena of  Grace
February 26th - March 5th 2024    



Welcome to the Novena of Grace 2024!

We are so blessed to have Father Victor Cancino, S.J. and Mayra Martinez as our 
presenters for the Novena of Grace. Father Victor is the Pastor in Residence at 
St. Ignatius Mission and a member of our Ravalli Jesuit Community in Missoula. 
Mayra is the Pastoral Assistant in St. Ignatius, whose primary ministry is with the 
Sacred Heart community in Arlee.

The theme they have selected for the Novena comes from the Gospel of John (1:38)
What are you looking for?: An Invitation to Wholeness by Praying with the Psalms.

Jesus’s question to His would-be disciples John and Andrew is the same one He asks 
each of us who seek Him:“What are you looking for?” It is such a fitting question for 
the Novena of Grace. What are you looking for from these nine days of Eucharist, prayer, 
reflection, and retreat? Are you looking to sustain a life of service and discipleship? 
Something else, perhaps?

We invite you to ask yourself  “What am I looking for?” and allow the life and love of 
Jesus, along with the inspiration of St. Francis Xavier, to inform your response.

May this Novena of Grace be a time of seeking and finding what your heart most desires.

Father C. Hightower, S.J., 

Pastor

Weekday Novena Mass ~ Noon & 6:00 pm                   Saturday & Sunday Novena at Noon
      Livestream planned for Noon



Blessed are the ones that pray with Scripture... 

“they are like trees planted by streams of  water, 
which yield its fruit in due season. 
In all that they do, they prosper.”

Psalm 1:3

Days 1-3, The Desires of the Heart. Are We Searching?
Days 4-6, Blind Spots and Awareness as Healing and Grace
Day 7-9, Gratitude in the Searching and Finding 



Our Presenters

Fr. Victor M. Cancino, S.J., 

Fr. Victor lives on the Flathead Indian Reservation in western Montana and is 
the pastor in residence for St. Ignatius Mission. He received his License in Sacred 
Scripture (S.S.L.) from the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome. Victor is also the 
present columnist for 'The Word,' America magazine's weekly feature on the Sun-
day Scriptures.

Mayra Martínez 

Mayra resides in Arlee, Montana, having been born in Los Angeles, California, 
where she pursued studies in entertainment arts. After her discernment in re-
ligious life, she served at USC Caruso Catholic Center, Dolores Mission Church, 
and is now serving the communities of St. Ignatius Mission, Sacred Heart Church 
and Jocko Church. Through her professional experience and personal discern-
ment, she has cultivated a profound appreciation for Ignatian Spirituality and 
a strong commitment to creating safe spaces of welcome that help support and 
empower those who are marginalized.



Order Of WOrship
Gathering

O God, You Search Me
O GOD, YOU SEARCH ME

Bernadette Farrell

Text: Based on Psalm 139. Text and music © 1992, Bernadette Farrell. 
Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.
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First Reading

Responsorial Psalm:

Liturgy of the Word

Gospel

 Presider:  The Lord be with you.
 Assembly:  And with your spirit.
 Presider:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to ______.
 Assembly:  Glory to you, O Lord.
 Presider:  The Gospel of the Lord.
 Assembly:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Acclamation

Psalm 63: Your Love is Finer than Life
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Lenten Gospel Acclamation

Text: ICEL, © 1969, 1981, 1997
Music: Mass of Creation, Marty Haugen, © 1984, 1985, 2010, GIA Publications, Inc.
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YOUR LOVE IS FINER THAN LIFE
Psalm 63 Marty Haugen

Copyright © 1982 by GIA Publications, Inc. • All Rights Reserved



Intentions              O Lord, Hear My Prayer

Most amiable and most loving Saint Francis Xavier, in union with thee 
I reverently adore the Divine Majesty. I rejoice exceedingly on account of the 
marvelous gifts, which God bestowed upon thee. I thank God for the special 
graces He gave thee during thy life on earth and for the great glory that came 
to thee after thy death. 
I implore thee to obtain for me, through thy powerful intercession, 
the greatest of all blessings--that of living and dying in the state of grace. 
I also beg of thee to secure for me the special favor I ask in this novena. 
(Here you may mention the grace, spiritual or temporal, that you wish to obtain.) 
In asking this favor, I am fully resigned to the Divine Will. 
I pray and desire only to obtain that which is most conducive to 
the greater glory of God and the greater good of my soul. 

V. Pray for us, Saint Francis Xavier.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Novena of Grace Prayer with Saint Francis Xavier
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Text: psalm 102; Taizé Community, 1982
Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994
© 1982, Les presses de Taizé, GiA publications, inc., agent

O Lord, Hear My Prayer
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page 11121332-HEALI-P Thursday, May 19, 2011

HEALING RIVER OF THE SPIRIT

Text: Ruth Duck, b.1947, © 1996, The Pilgrim Press
Tune: BEACH SPRING, 8 7 8 7 D; The Sacred Harp, 1844; harm. by Ronald A. Nelson, b.1927, © 1978, Lutheran Book of Worship

Healing River of the SpiritHealing River of the Spirit



Agnus Dei 

Invitation to Communion

 Presider:  Behold the Lamb of God,...
   ...Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
 Assembly:  Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,
   but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

Communion

Everyone is invited to come forward today. If you are in a faith practice in communion 
with the Catholic Church, come forward in the usual way to receive the Eucharist. If you 
choose not to receive, you are invited to receive a blessing from the minister of the bread. 
Please indicate your desire for a blessing by placing your hand over your heart.

Sign of Peace

 Presider:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

 Assembly:  And with your spirit.

AGNUS DEI
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Music: Agnus Dei XVIII, Vatican Edition; acc. by Robert J. Batastini

3 CCH pew mass sett/serv  6/21/02  11:21 AM  Page 145



Communion Song Lord, When You Came
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Lord, When You Came / Pescador de Hombres
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Concluding Rites & Final Blessing:

Closing Song

Take, O Take Me As I Am
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Take, O Take Me As I Am

Text: John L. Bell, b.1949
Tune: John L. Bell, b.1949
© 1995, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent

Take, O Take Me As I Am



Goodwill offerinG
in order to provide this enriching experience, st. francis Xavier parish relies on the generosity of all 
those who have been touched by this Novena of Grace. You are invited to make a good will offering. 
Please consider a donation reflective of your ability to give and of your gratitude for this special nine 
day retreat. donations cover Novena expenses. envelopes are available at the entrances of the church. 

We have collection baskets available or you may submit your donation to the parish online at
 our website sfxmissoula.org under donate or mail directly to

420 West Pine Street, Missoula, MT 59802-4199

Thank you for supporting this graced time with your generous offering.

Following the closing song, those who wish may come forward to receive an individual 
blessing with the relic of St. Francis Xavier. At that time, please mention your prayer 
intention to those at the altar.


